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When it comes to Real Estate, my 
business cannot grow without you. 

List your home with me today!  
LIKE ME ON FACEBOOK: 

Robyn Moss - Keller Williams Realty Sioux Falls

Find us on Facebook and Instagram @brandonsdfarmersmarket
Food trucks, baked goods, local wines, seasonal produce, meat & more!

WinterWinter

Nov. 7
Nov. 28
Dec. 5
Dec. 12
Dec. 19

Jan. 2
Feb. 6

March 6
April 3
May 1

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
Tally Ho Art Gallery
515 N Splitrock Blvd

BOOK YOUR STAYCATION NOW!
Our waterslide is now open 

weekends and holiday 
breaks! Come relax, enjoy 
our hot breakfast and let 

the kids play while you 
enjoy our huge hot tub. 

Convenient access to I-90 and Sioux Falls, SD

Complimentary beer, wine, soda, and snacks           

 T-Th evenings at our Manager's Reception

 Delicious hot complimentary breakfast buffet daily

Newly-renovated rooms with upscale decor, great

lighting, large work space and plenty of outlets

IHG Rewards points for free travel or merchandise

Excellent corporate rates available

On-site convention center with space for meetings

and social occasions of all sizes (ask us about

Meeting Planner Rewards!)

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS & SUITES 
SIOUX FALLS - BRANDON

1103 N Splitrock Blvd, Brandon, SD 57005 | (605) 582-2901 | beth@brandon-express.com

Contact Beth Wooten for additional information!

Simple, smart travel.

210 foot raft slide  
Must be 48 inches tall to ride  

Call for hours (605) 582-2901
1103 N Splitrock Blvd, 

Brandon, SD

Convenient access to I-90 and Sioux Falls, SD

Complimentary beer, wine, soda, and snacks           

 T-Th evenings at our Manager's Reception

 Delicious hot complimentary breakfast buffet daily

Newly-renovated rooms with upscale decor, great

lighting, large work space and plenty of outlets

IHG Rewards points for free travel or merchandise

Excellent corporate rates available

On-site convention center with space for meetings

and social occasions of all sizes (ask us about

Meeting Planner Rewards!)

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS & SUITES 

SIOUX FALLS - BRANDON

1103 N Splitrock Blvd, Brandon, SD 57005 | (605) 582-2901 | beth@brandon-express.comContact Beth Wooten for additional information!

Simple, smart travel.

Now offering transportation to 
employees from Sioux Falls to 

Luverne starting

Learn more about us and apply at 
PremiumIowaPork.com or in Luverne

 Check us out on Facebook 
(Premium Minnesota Pork). 

We can also be reached for 
questions by phone at 507.449.7660

NOW HIRING
COME GROW WITH US!

AT OUR LUVERNE, MN FACILITY

• Family friendly & family owned
• We value & respect our employees

• Not just another number here
• Slower chain speed that gives  

you more time to do the job
• Best pork in the country

• Immediate grade pay
• New starting wage – weekly pay

• 6 month & 12 month raises
• Medical, dental and vision 

insurance along with holiday pay 
after 60 days of employment

GET TREATED LIKE FAMILY WITH BENEFITS LIKE:

Lions Club aluminum can 
trailer relocated

The Brandon Lions Club 
aluminum can trailer has 
been relocated to the lot west 
of Casey’s General Store due 
to construction at its former 
site in the Sunshine Foods 
parking lot.

Remember, your donations 
of aluminum allow the Lions 
Club to assist those with vi-
sion and hearing needs.

Next free leaf drop-off is 
Nov. 7

If you missed the Oct. 24 
date, there are still two more 
free leaf drop-off days for 
residents who live in Bran-
don. They are scheduled 
for Saturdays, Nov. 7 and 
21. Residents may bring 
leaves and leaf mulch to a 
new location, the McHardy 
Park parking lot, between 
the hours of 8 a.m.-3 p.m., 
where Marv’s Sanitary Ser-
vice will be on hand to take 
them. Only leaves and mulch 
will be accepted; no branch-
es, please.

November needs at the 
BAFP

November needs at the 
Brandon Area Food Pantry 
include shampoo, laundry 
detergent, small bottles of 
dish soap, bottled juice, gra-
Continued on page 2

www.brandonvalleyjournal.com

DON’T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE! 
 Grab your copy of the Brandon Valley Journal at a newsstand near you!

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO SUBSCRIBE. 

CASEY’S GENERAL STORE  •  COFFEE CUP FUEL STOP
SPLITROCK C-STORE  •  BLAINE’S SERVICE

EXPRESSWAY  •  SUNSHINE FOODS 



Although attendance numbers were down at Friday’s Oak & Vine event, the 
community’s blessings were celebrated in a big way, as the Brandon Community 
Foundation presented more than $35,000 in grants and honored the late Roger Hunt 
as it’s 2020 Spirit Award winner.

Brandon’s city council is reviewing a long list of projects in their quest to prioritize 
these endeavors. The Journal gives you a brief rundown of the projects they’ve 
reviewed to date.

Keeley Meier takes you behind the doors of The Pink Door Network and gives you 
insight into last week’s Chamber of Commerce’s On the Menu luncheon.

Editor Jill Meier sat down with Superintendent Dr. Jarod Larson for a review of 
The Lynx Way, a character traits program now in its fourth year that was implemented 
throughout the school district.

We’ll also bring you reports from Monday’s city council meeting and last week’s 
school board and Minnehaha County Commission meetings.

The Lynx football team charged into the post-season, coming away with a dominating 
43-8 victory in the state quarterfinals last week. For a recap of the game, check out the 
Journal’s sports coverage. We’ve also got a report from the volleyball court.

All this and a whole lot more can be found on the pages of this week’s Brandon 
Valley Journal! 

If you’re a subscriber, thanks for reading! If you’re not, what are you waiting for? 
To subscribe, call us today at 582-9999 so you can be in the know of everything that’s 
“Coming in Tomorrow’s Brandon Valley Journal”!

Coming in tomorrow’s 
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“I HAVE THE KEYS TO 
YOUR DREAM HOME!

605-929-0329
BROKER ASSOCIATE

MICHAEL GROSS

MICHAEL@HEGG.COM

324 S. SPLITROCK BLVD | BRANDON, SD
MICHAEL@HEGG.COM

News to be enjoyed 
over coffee. 

Coffee News is a weekly 
publication that has 
the week’s funniest 

and most unusual news 
stories, jokes, trivia, 

amazing facts, and more. 

Find us wherever the 
public is being served!

If you would like to offer Coffee News to your customers, or 
are interested in advertising with us call 605.351.1960.

PART-TIME AI COURIER: the perfect 
evening job for people who like to drive

NOW HIRING

DNA Genetics has openings for part-time couriers in Sioux Falls. This job entails 
making deliveries of AI product to pork producers within a 150 to a 250 mile 

radius. Clean, comfortable, well-maintained, Subaru vehicle is provided. Schedule 
times will vary, ranging from 8-20 hours per week.  Rotating days on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday.  Start times will vary – anywhere from 3:30 – 6:00 pm.

Candidates must have a clean driving record, flexible schedule, and be 
comfortable driving at night and in winter road conditions. 

Our Business Principles are: do what is right, do the best you can, and treat 
others the way you want to be treated.  We’re looking for great people who fit 

our culture and would like to join our growing company.
Apply online at www.DNASwineGenetics.com/careers or contact Michelle 

Olmer at MOlmer@DNASwineGenetics.com for more information. EOE

101 S Splitrock Blvd
Brandon, SD 57005

605.582.6988

Business Card Directory

Phone:
(605)582-6000

116 E. Holly Blvd. Brandon, SD

Fax:
(605)582-6200

ASK FOR DR. WULLSTEIN!

• Thriving Locally Owned Agency
• 8 Full-Time Licensed Agents
• 15+ Top Rated Companies
• Ongoing Night/Weekend Hours
• Phenomenal Customer Service

Dana Clark, Owner

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1971

605-582-6766
816 REDWOOD BLVD
PO BOX 733
BRANDON, SD 57005

MARV’S SANITARY SERVICE

 Since 1976

ham or snack crackers, frost-
ing, canned pumpkin and 
small bags of dog/cat food. 
Due to COVID-19 precau-
tions, Pantry clients will re-
ceive items that have been 
pre-bagged.

To make appointments for 
either pickups or donations, 
call 582-7001.

The BAFP is open from 
4-6 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays and will maintain 
those hours until further no-
tice.

The BAFP continues to 
accept used eye glasses and 
hearing aids on behalf of the 
Brandon Lions Club.

Valley Springs Veterans 
Day dinner, program

Veterans Day will be 
recognized by the Valley 
Springs America Legion 
with a dinner and program 
on Wednesday, Nov. 11. A 
catered dinner by Tony’s 
Catering will be served at 6 
p.m. followed by the 7 p.m. 
program. Cost is $10 per per-
son. 

Feather Party replaced by 
soup supper fundraiser

Valley Springs American 
Legion Post 131 will be for-
going their annual Feather 
Party, and instead will have 
a soup supper fundraiser on 
Saturday, Nov. 21. This is 
due to COVID-19 concerns 
and the large number of peo-
ple that have attended prior 
feather parties.

Although this event is the 
Post’s biggest fundraiser of 
the year, with proceeds typ-
ically earmarked for building 
insurance costs, Post mem-
bers are planning a turkey 
and ham raffle.

Brandon Senior Citizens
The Brandon Senior Cit-

izens meet 12:30 p.m. ev-
ery Thursday at the VFW 
for Bingo and cards. All are 
welcome. The group also 
lunches together on the third 
Thursday of each month, 
with a noon meal catered by 
Tony’s. To reserve a spot, 
call 605-582-3838.

Al-Anon meetings in 
Brandon

Al-Anon meets from 8-9 
p.m. every Tuesday at Bran-
don Lutheran Church, 600 E. 
Holly Blvd.

Continued from page 1

@BrandonValleyJournal & @BrandonValleyTrader
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Karaoke
Contest

1st PLACE 2nd PLACE 3rd PLACE
$1,000 $500 $250

5 weeks to qualify - 6th week is finals
$5 entry fee - Pot goes to nightly winners

8-10 pm
November 13
November 27
December 11 
Grand FinalsFr

id
ay

325 S. Main Ave. • 605-582-2834

VERN EIDE MOTOPLEX
4915 N. Northview Ave., 

Sioux Falls, SD 57107

605-221-4000
www.verneidemotoplex.com

2020 Polaris 800 Rush Pro-S Sky Blue/Lime - MSRP $15,367

SALE PRICE $11,995

2020 Polaris 800 RMK Khaos 155 White Pearl - MSRP $13,899

SALE PRICE $11,595

STK# 713611 STK# 709101

2020 Polaris 800 Indy XCR Ghost Gray/Black Pearl - MSRP $13,599

SALE PRICE $10,995

STK# 722661

2020 Polaris 800 Indy XC 137 Black Pearl - MSRP $14,721

SALE PRICE $10,995

STK# 721909
2020 Polaris 800 PRO-RMK 163 Ghost Gray - MSRP $13,599

SALE PRICE $10,695

STK# 718833

Offers vary by model. Rebates available on 2016-2020 and financing available 
on 2016 – 2021 new and unregistered Polaris® RZR®, RANGER®, Sportsman®, 
GENERAL®, and ACE® models purchased between 8/1/20 9/30/20. †Rates as 
low as 3.99% APR for 36 months. Examples of monthly payments required over 
a 36 month term at a 3.99% APR rate: $29.52 per $1,000 financed; and with a 
36-month term at a 6.99% APR rate: $19.80 per $1,000 financed. An example of 
a monthly payment with $0 down, no rebate, an APR of 3.99% APR for 36 
months at an MSRP of $12,699 is $374.87/mo. total cost of borrowing of $796.27 
with a total obligation of $13,495.27. Down payment may be required. Other 
financing offers may be available. See your local dealer for details. Minimum 
Amount Financed $1,500; Maximum Amount Financed $50,000. Other qualifi-
cations and restrictions may apply. Financing promotions void where prohibited. 
Tax, title, license, and registration are separate and may not be financed. 
Promotion may be modified or discontinued without notice at any 
time in Polaris’ sole discretion. WARNING: Polaris® off road vehicles can be  
hazardous to operate and are not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at 
least 16 years old with a valid driver’s license to operate. Passengers, if permitted, 
must be at least 12 years old. All riders should always wear helmets, eye pro-
tection, and protective clothing. Always use seat belts and cab nets or doors (as 
equipped). Never engage in stunt driving and avoid excessive speeds and sharp 
turns. Riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix. All riders should take a safety 
training course. Call 800-342-3764 for additional information. Check local laws 
before riding on trails. ©2020 Polaris Industries Inc.

2020 Polaris 600 Rush Pro-S Black/Blue - MSRP $11,699

SALE PRICE $9,495

STK# 713673
2020 Polaris 800 PRO-RMK 155 Black Pearl/Red Rail - MSRP $13,199

SALE PRICE $10,995

STK# 696168

LEAF DROP-OFF NOTICE
* NEW LOCATION *

* PAID FOR BY THE CITY OF BRANDON *

Only leaves and mulch can be accepted.  
NO branches • NO loose leaves • NO tarps accepted

The City of Brandon is sponsoring its 2020 Free Leaf Drop-Off 
Day on Saturday, November 7th & Saturday, November 21st.

Bring your bags and cans of leaves and leaf mulch to the 
McHardy Park Parking Lot between the hours of 8:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. and dump them into a garbage truck furnished 

by Marv’s Sanitary Service.

GRETA BRUGGEMAN 

Broker Associate

605-838-8396

Your ‘ GO TO’ Realtor!Heather Elrod
THINK HEATHER THINK HOME!

Realtor - SRS - SRES- ABR
Broker Associate 

605-759-5030 
heatherelrod@hegg.com $2 OFFANY REGULAR 

PRICED PIZZA 
WITH COUPON

Call 582-7979 | 1224 E. Holly Blvd. Brandon, SD
No other promotion coupons apply

1 BD Units, newly refurbished. $575.00 regular rental 
units or if you qualify, income-based HUD Sec 8 units. 
Call 605-360-9770 or visit our website for photos, info 
and applications: www.painteddoorproperty.com EHO

A p a r t m e n t s
AVAILABLE NOW!   

Locally owned & operated since 2011

• Expert Repair
• Detail & Pick-up
• Transportation
• Quality Painting
• Warranty

info@autobodysd.com

www.autobodysd.com

605-582-7171

WE’VE MOVED
48132 Highway 42

Brandon, SD 57005

5% DISCOUNT 
ON ALL 

REPAIRS

WE ARE HIRING
BRANDON AREA RESIDENTS. We are 

offering a Flexible / Part-time SALARIED 
job for a Reliable Property Caretaker / 

maintenance position.  

Requires multiple varied duties. Cleaning, 
lawn, winter sidewalk care. Minor plumbing, 
electrical, misc repairs and upkeep. 50 lb lift 

ability, able to climb ladders, etc. 
Applications and more info at 
www.painteddoorproperty.com 

or call Kellee 605-360-9770. EOE

Baking Live with Dani

Adventures with Rosie Revere, Engineer

Mission: Zip Line

Flight Exploration

Magic of Water

Kitchen Chemistry

Join us for any of  
our FREE activities!  
Each session will be 
hosted live and last 

about an hour.

LEARN MORE AND REGISTER AT  
gsdakotahorizons.org/Adventures

Go on an adventure without leaving your house!
Get a taste of Girl Scouts when she attends the Adventures Now Series. She can choose 
from 6 different FREE and interactive adventures. Together we’ll bake, engineer, build and 
connect as she chooses her own path to unlock her sense of adventure.

freeLive events

Girl Scout membership not required to participate. All sessions will take 
place live and are free to join. All girls that participate in a session will 
receive a free gift in the mail.

powered by girl scouts dakota horizons

now

@BrandonValleyJournal
@BrandonValleyTrader



• Service all makes 
and models

• New installation 
and replacements

• Residential and 
light commercial

• Established in 1983

• Fully licensed and 
bonded

www.rogersplumbingandheating.com
7405 Arrowhead Pkwy
Sioux Falls, SD 57110

(605) 332-0541

WE TAKE APPOINTMENTS IN OFFICE OR 
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

Online booking is available at Catoriwellness.com

Brandi Csordacsics, RN CFCS
       thefootcarernsd@gmail.com
       605.838.7689

Heather Bowers RN, CFCS
Certified Foot Care Specialist
       feet2go@alliancecom.net
       605.321.6198

Brandi Csordacsics, RN CFCS
       thefootcarernsd@gmail.com
       605.838.7689

Brandi Csordacsics, RN CFCS
       thefootcarernsd@gmail.com
       605.838.7689
Heather Bowers RN, CFCS
Certified Foot Care Specialist
       feet2go@alliancecom.net
       605.321.6198

1-855-386-1275 
507 Golf Course Lane

Beaver Creek, MN

Dine indoors or on 
our scenic patio!

Weekday  Specials!

Hours: 
Wed - Sat  
4 - 9 pm

• CARPET CLEANING
• SPECIALIZING IN  

STAIN REMOVAL
• WATER EXTRACTION
• TILE AND GROUT CLEANING
• FURNACE DUCT CLEANING

xtremelycleansd.com
605-582-2237 

Commercial and Residential

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Get our mobile app! 
Refill from anywhere by 

just scanning your bottle. 
Find us on Facebook

582-6000
116 E. Holly Blvd., 

Brandon, SD 57005
brandonpharmacy.com

 

Mon - Fri: 9am - 6:30pm
Saturday: 9am - 1pm

Sunday: Closed

NOW OFFERING AT-YOUR-DOOR TIRE SERVICE!

Busy schedule? Stuck at home? 
LET US COME TO YOU!

Schedule online or give us a call.

800-615-3704 • WWW.MANLEYTIRE.COM
FIND US ON FACEBOOK @MANLEY TIRE OIL
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YOUR AD 
COULD 

BE HERE! 
Call and ask about 
this amazing deal!

605-582-9999

THE THREE RULES 
OF REAL ESTATE
1. LOCATION
2. LOCATION

3. HARRY BUCK

Harry@HarryBuck.com
324 S Splitrock Blvd
Brandon, SD 57005
www.harrybuck.com

605.366.0221

SUBSCRIBE 
TO THE BRANDON 
VALLEY JOURNAL

TODAY

Subscribe by going online to 
brandonvalleyjournal.com, 

calling our office at 582-9999 
or stopping by the office at 

1404 E Cedar Street

D E S I G N.  P R I N T.

{Fresh Look. Same Company.}
Brandon SD // 605 582 7070

www.performancepressinc.com
.

Mon - Thurs: 2pm - 12am
Fri & Sat: 11am - 2am

Sun: 11am - 8pm

 • Full Serivce Bar • 
• Food • Casino • 

• Live Entertainment • 
• Pool Tables • Darts • 

• Shuffle Board • 
• Arcade Games •

325 S Main Ave. 
605-582-2834

    @DoubleDSaloonSD

at your fingertips 

52 weeks 
a year!

605-582-9999
WWW.BRANDONVALLEYJOURNAL.COM

SUBSCRIBE 
IN PRINT & 
GET ONLINE 
FOR FREE

SUBSCRIBE 
ONLINE & GET 
THREE EXTRA 
MONTHS FREE

OFFER VALID THROUGH NOVEMBER 2020

Jill Meier
Journal editor

Former South Dako-

ta Governor Dennis 

Daugaard once de-

scribed the late Roger Hunt 

as “a gentleman and a true 

public servant.”

His description was very 

fi tting for the man who 

served his country in the 

United States Navy, in Pierre 

as a state legislator and in 

Brandon as an attorney and 

faithful servant of his com-

munity. Each of these roles 

in his 80 years of life are 

reason enough Hunt was 

posthumously selected as the 

Brandon Community Foun-

dation’s 2020 Spirit of Bran-

don award winner.

The honor will be present-

ed Friday at the BCF’s annu-

al Oak & Vine fundraising 

event, which will be held at 

the Brandon Holiday Inn. 

Virtual tickets to the event 

should be purchased online 

at brandoncf.org.

Hunt played a substantial 

role in the passage of Senate 

Bill 106 – taking it all the way 

to the U.S. Supreme Court – 

which now requires retailers 

to collect sales tax on all on-

line purchases whether they 

have a physical presence in 

the state or not. In a 2018 

Brandon Valley Journal re-

port, Hunt said, “Brandon’s 

got a lot of small business 

people and they need to be 

on a level playing fi eld with 

the Internet people.”

As a husband of 59 years 

to Sharon, and father of three 

– Dawn Siemens, Heather 

Taguchi and Lamont Hunt 

– the “gentleman and true 

public servant” was that 

and more to his family. Last 

week, Heather and Lamont 

refl ected on the impact he 

had on them in his fatherly 

role.
“He was amazing. He was 

very much family-orient-

ed, very traditional, loved 

tradition,” Heather shares. 

“Christmas was a big thing 

around our house and he 

pushed that over to Lamont a 

lot, the decorations, garland, 

especially.”

Lamont said anytime their 

dad came upon a Christmas 

shop, the family car was sure 

to steer in.
“When we would go on 

vacations, we would drive a 

lot,” Heather tells.

Like the time they took a 

trip from Memphis, Tenn., to 

Virginia via California.

“We were actually drop-

ping my sister off in Min-

neapolis-St. Paul,” Heather 

recalls. “We started in Mem-

phis, drove to Texas, New 

Mexico, California, Colo-

rado and on up. He took a 

Chevrolet pickup that had a 

topper on it and used a dryer 

vent pipe to put air condi-

tioning in the back for us.”

“It didn’t work the best,” 

Lamont said.
Hunt loved to camp and he 

loved the U.S. – a lot. 

“When we would travel 

like that we would stop at 

every historical place along 

the road because he loved his 

history,” Heather said.

Hunt’s military career 

placed his family in Virginia 

four different tours. 

“When everybody came to 

town, we would take them 

to D.C.,” said Heather, who, 

as a kid, was not fond of the 

repeat tours. “As an adult, I 

realized the benefi t of hav-

ing something like that right 

there for us. My dad’s patri-

otism was super honorable 

and just to have a father 

that truly cared about the 

freedoms of this nation. He 

was that way at home, too. 

Christmas and the Fourth of 

July were the two holidays 

that were big at our house.”

With each new assignment 

– several overseas – Heather 

said her parents would stage 

family meetings to talk over 

where the family was headed 

next. 
“For me, it really devel-

oped my personality because 

we were moving and I would 

have to go make friends re-

ally fast because we were 

only going to be there 2.5 to 

3 years,” Heather said.

The family never lived 

on base, always in civilian 

housing, which Heather was 

thankful for. “We weren’t 

your typical military brats. 

When we lived in Taiwan, 

we got exposed to the cul-

ture. He was really good 

about exposing us to things.”

Lamont was born at Wal-

ter Reed Medical Facility in 

Bethesda, Md. As the young-

est, he recalls living in Vir-

ginia, Memphis and Virginia 

a second time before his fa-

ther retired from his military 

career and moving to Bran-

don.
Heather and Lamont say 

the dad they knew was “who 

you saw in public.”

“He really valued educa-

tion a lot for us. It was nev-

er in my mind that I wasn’t 

going to college; that was 

always in the plan,” Heather 

said. “He was very giving to 

us, but at the same time he 

gave us values so that we 

didn’t have everything hand-

ed to us.”
Although their parents had 

the means to do so, Lamont 

said he, too, learned to value 

what he was given, but also 

realized the value of putting 

in the work to achieve.

“I was told we’re going to 

be able to help you with col-

lege for undergrad, but after 

that, you’re on your own,” 

Lamont was told.

Both say their father was 

quick to support all their en-

deavors, including mission-

ary work overseas.

“He basically said, ‘I 

wasn’t able to go so I want 

to support you.’ And he was 

Lamont’s biggest fan, even 

the week before he went 

into the hospital he was with 

Lamont at a SuperCon con-

vention.”
“It was his fi rst and his last 

ever being at comic conven-

tion, which is not his culture 

at all,” Lamont adds. “But 

he was there observing it all. 

We had an understanding a 

long time ago that he may 

not understand what I want-

ed to do, and even the culture 

and the industry, but he trust-

ed and knew that I was doing 

this not because I wanted to 

‘slack off.’ Those were the 

goals I had my whole life. 

He would give me his ad-

vice on what he would do 

from a military standpoint, 

from a lawyer standpoint 

and from his age group what 

they would do. I would have 

to fi rst take it in and then ex-

plain it to him … ‘OK, dad, 

a suit and tie is great for your 

industry … but if I do that 

I’ll be a laughing stock if I 

go in with a suit and tie to an 

interview with an animation 

company.’”
“Tally ho” was Hunt’s sig-

nature phrase as he was leav-

ing or wrapping up a phone 

call.
“He would say it enough 

that people knew it,” Lamont 

said. “At his celebration (of 

life), when we talked about 

it, people would say, ‘That’s 

Roger,” and if they knew 

my dad, they instantly know 

why we named it Tally Ho.”

Both Hunt siblings agree 

their parents would be proud 

of what Tally Ho has be-

come.
“I think he would be really 

proud of Lamont for being 

able to display his art, be-

ing able to just see Lamont 

have something that other 

people can experience here. 

Because our heartbeat is to 

bring something to Brandon 

that is for the community, 

and what we want to see 

happen here is for this com-

munity to come around art. 

He was so much a part of 

Brandon and that was such a 

big part for us to make sure 

that this was right,” Heather 

said.
For sentimental reasons, 

the Hunt siblings learned 

following their parent’s 

passing that they chose 

Brandon to make their fi nal 

home. The Beaver Creek, 

which fl ows behind the 

home Roger largely built 

with his own two hands, was 

a place where the children 

learned while Roger was a 

Scout leader.
“All of a sudden, it just 

clicked that there was an 

emotional attachment,” 

Heather said. “My dad was 

hugely sentimental, prob-

ably most people wouldn’t 

see that in him because he 

was quite stoic sometimes. 

But he was so sentimental. 

We still have the 1976 sta-

tion wagon in our carriage 

house.”
The station wagon has sat 

idle in the carriage house 

since it was moved, with 

Hunt always intending 

to have it restored. A late 

1970’s Plymouth also takes 

refuge there.
“The story, when we heard 

it, I realized that it drew him 

when they were looking at 

retiring,” she said.

“I know that he said many 

times he said he moved to 

the country so he would not 
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The late Roger Hunt was a proud Navyman, displaying that pride as he tossed out 

candy at this undated Loyalty Day Parade photo. Hunt was posthumously selected as 

the 2020 Spirit of Brandon Award, which will be accepted by two his three children, 

Lamont and Heather, at Friday’s Oak and Vine event. Oak and Vine is an endeavor of 

the Brandon Community Foundation.

Hunt’s contributions refl ected in BCF award

District 10, 25 candidates have mixed opinions on legalizing pot

Keeley Meier
Staff writer

Last week’s forum for state legislative 

candidates of Districts 10 and 25 on Oct. 20 

saw plenty of friendly discourse and cama-

raderie. It also saw disagreement between 

candidates on some fundamental ballot 

measures.
The forum, which was held via Zoom to 

ensure the safety of the candidates and the 

public, featured six sets of questions in-

cluding opening introductions. It was joint-

ly sponsored by the Brandon Valley Area 

Chamber of Commerce and the Brandon 

Valley Journal. 

The most contention occurred when can-

didates were asked about Constitutional 

Amendment A—an amendment to legal-

ize, regulate and tax marijuana, along with 

hemp and medical marijuana laws—and 

Initiated Measure (IM) 26, which would 

legalize marijuana for medical use. 

District 10 candidates respond

Senator Maggie Sutton said she does not 

support Constitutional Amendment A nor 

continued on page 14

continued on page 3

Keeley Meier
Staff writer

Residents of Valley Springs’ Lynx Street gath-ered at the American Le-gion on Oct. 13 to further voice their concerns about the cost of paving their road after a six-month deferment of the issue.
The issue, which began in April, started over a street assessment that would have homeowners on Lynx Street paying for the fi nal coat of asphalt. The amount aver-aged $1,500 per property, depending on the lot size. However, the cost of the paving has increased by ap-proximately $20,000 since April, now totaling $69,694. Eight residents of Lynx 

Street attended the pub-lic meeting portion of the Board of Commissioners meeting in order to express their frustration to the city leaders. 
Anticipating opposition to the planned street as-sessment, Mayor Carl Moss 

asked, “Simple question: Do you want your street paved or not?”. 
When residents respond-ed with a hesitant ‘not yet,’ Moss said the city would again table the issue un-til March 2021, giving the appropriate amount of time 

to get a petition—with sig-natures of 75 percent of the street’s homeowners—say-ing that they did not want their street paved. “If you’re going to table it until March, where does it leave us with the situation?” resident Eric Boler asked. Despite the suggestion of tabling the issue, questions continued to pour in—most from Boler who said he had talked to residents of other towns area that are similar in size to Valley Springs in order to track down a possi-ble solution. 
Boler and the other home-owners questioned the com-mission on why the city didn’t require the original developer, Jeremy Scadden, to have a bond, why the city 

is attempting to force the second asphalt lift, where the current taxpayer dollars are going if not to infra-structure and why Valley Springs is handling the sit-uation differently than oth-er small towns in the area, such as Hartford and Hum-boldt. 
Their questions went mostly unanswered with Moss saying they would have to do some “digging to see what was going on from the get-go.”

“I guess that’s what I thought we were going to do at this meeting tonight—that you guys had dug into that and found those an-swers we didn’t get last time,” Boler said. “That’s why last time we all got up-

set and things got blown up, whereas tonight there’s a select few of us that wanted to speak on behalf of every-body else and fi nd out those answers.”
Moss assured the prop-erty owners he would look into potential solutions be-fore March and report back. Resident Mike Doren-kamper asked about the possibility of obtaining bids from several paving com-panies or more specifi c in-formation from the current bids.

“Can we get an itemized geotab where they specify where they will patch it?” Dorenkamper asked. “Be-cause I don’t think the road deteriorated that much over 
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Jill Meier
Journal editor

Sunday’s celebra-tion was the party the Lady Lynx soc-cer program has long been waiting to have. The party plans were solidifi ed less than 24 hours earlier in Hu-

ron, where Brandon Valley secured their fi rst ever Class AA state championship, a 2-0 victory over Sioux Falls Roosevelt.
BV earned the right to play for the hardware after dis-posing of O’Gorman earlier in the week, and they did it 

Controversial street paving tabled for second time

continued on page 3

Keeley Meier
Journal editor

Over the past month, the number of attempted break-ins has increased in Bran-don neighborhoods, or so it appears. Residents began posting in the Brandon Ask and Tell Facebook page around Oct. 9 with securi-ty camera footage showing one or two individuals at-tempting to break into vehi-cles and houses. 
The individuals caught on camera are shown walking up to parked vehicles and checking to see whether or not they’re locked. The incidents, posted on Brandon Ask and Tell, have been reported on Riv-er Oak Avenue, Tamarac Circle, Magnolia Drive, 

South Lakota Avenue, West Greenwood Street, Mulber-ry Avenue, West Hackberry Street, North Country Club Avenue, North Crestview Circle, Sunday Drive and Pine Street. 
One resident said in a Facebook post that her fa-ther’s truck windows were smashed, while another resident alleged that all the cash had been stolen out of her vehicle. 

“Routinely we see these a lot of times in the spring. It’s not unusual to see them at this time of year as well,” Brandon Police Chief Joe Weir said. “I don’t think this is something we haven’t ex-perienced in the past.” Weir said the investiga-tion is still in progress, and no specifi c suspects have been identifi ed at this time. The attempted break-ins and robberies have been oc-curring in the late evening and early morning hours, according to Weir. “There’s not a lot of traf-fi c at that time, so as soon as a patrol car comes with its headlights, these individ-uals can duck or hide,” Weir said. “It’s very diffi cult to catch them in progress, so 

Jill Meier
Journal editor

You asked for it, Brandon. Now, you just may receive it, soft water, that is.Next week, along with their monthly bill, utility customers will receive a survey re-garding potential water-softening methods the city is considering: reverse osmosis, lime softening or both. The deadline to re-turn surveys is Nov. 8.Either one or both water-softening mea-sures will come at a cost, ranging from an estimated $10 to $32 per month, depending on the public’s preference.“Both options for softening are at the treatment plant,” city administrator Bryan Read said. 
Reverse osmosis is a water purifi cation process that uses a partially permeable membrane to remove ions, unwanted mol-ecules and larger particles from drinking water.

For lime softening, lime is added to the water to combine with calcium chloride 

that causes the hardness after which it pre-cipitates out in the fi lter.According to an AE2S-prepared report, the RO system is less costly.“We’re making some assumptions with both of them is that the state will allow us to discharge directly into the Big Sioux in-stead of sending our effl uent from the treat-ment plant to Sioux Falls for treatment in their wastewater plant,” Read said.AE2S is a Sioux Falls engineering and consulting fi rm, which the city in recent years has contracted its services. As the city inches closer to expanding the water treatment plant, Read said it makes sense to include water-softening measures as well.
“The recommendation from the water de-velopment committee was to do the plant expansion and make room for a RO system in the future,” he said. “If we go down the lime-softening route, I think that we would probably have to make those arrangements now. We could add lime-softening in the fu-

continued on page 3

continued on page 13

Public input sought on water softening measures

Social media posts bringattention to thieves in the night

Wilma Kirkeby/For the BV Journal 

The Lady Lynx proudly hoist the Class AA state championship hardware following their 2-0 defeat of Sioux Falls Roo-

sevelt on Saturday at Huron. The victory was especially satisfying, as it marks the fi rst time a Lady Lynx soccer team 

has played for and won a state title. For more on the post-season excitement, see pages 9 and 10.

Sweet Smiles of Success!Lady Lynx cap off year with title win 

continued on page 6

Journal fi le photo Police Chief Joe Weir

Keeley Meier
Staff writer

When Beverly 

Christensen 

entered the 

sukkah in her front yard 

last week, her eyes immedi-

ately fi lled with tears. 

The sukkah—a tempo-

rary hut—was a portable 

one, brought to her Bran-

don home by her rabbi, 

Mendel Alperowitz, on 

Oct. 5.
A sukkah is part of Suk-

kot—a weeklong Jewish 

holiday celebrating the 

gathering of the harvest 

and God’s protection of 

the children of Israel when 

they left Egypt. 

During the week of Suk-

kot, families eat their meals 

in a sukkah. The temporary 

booths emphasize how the 

world and Jewish people 

rely on God’s protection, 

said Alperowitz.

“It commemorates the 

time the Jews wandered in 

the desert wilderness on 

their way to the Promised 

Land and the miraculous 

clouds that surrounded 

them,” Alperowitz said. 

Alperowitz’s portable 

sukkah was made from 

metal poles with tarp-

like signs covering three 

walls and one left open for 

entrance. A bamboo mat 

was placed over the top 

of the sukkah. The design 

of a sukkah can vary, but 

Alperowitz said that the 

roof must be made of veg-

etation, such as bamboo or 

branches.
When Christensen 

stepped inside the sukkah, 

she recited a blessing with 

Alperowitz while holding 

the Four Kinds or Species, 

which consists of a citron 

fruit, palm branch, willow 

twigs and myrtle stems.

Rabbi Alperowitz, who 

moved to Sioux Falls in 

2017, is the only rabbi in 

South Dakota. His arrival 

caused a shift in the local 

Jewish community, which 

hadn’t seen an offi cial 

rabbi in almost 30 years. 

Because Alperowitz is an 

Orthodox Jew and many of 

the Jewish people in South 

Dakota are Reform Jews, 

his arrival was met with 

hesitation from synagogue 

leaders. 
However, Jewish res-

idents, like Christensen, 

have been thrilled to have 

Alperowitz as a religious 

guidepost. 
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Jill Meier
Journal editor

The city of Brandon is taking a 

year off from reconstructing roads 

and improving infrastructure in the 

core area next year. Instead, they’ll 

turn their attention to those same 

needs in the Rushmore area. Last 

week, the city staged an open house 

for the approximate 70 property 

owners who will be affected by the 

planned months’ long project.

Streets in the city that will be im-

proved are Yellowstone Drive, Oak 

Ridge Road, Rushmore Drive from 

near the intersection of Kirkwood 

Boulevard to Needles Drive and 

south to the cul de sac that abuts As-

pen Boulevard.

City engineer said traffi c was 

brisk at the start of the three-hour 

open house. She said property own-

ers had much of the same concerns 

that residents in the core area ex-

pressed at a similar open house in 

2019: trees, driveways, garbage and 

mail services, parking and incoming 

sidewalks. Unlike that open house, 

property owners kept their cool last 

week. 
“I believe that phase one of the 

core has enlightened people as to 

what it’s going to look like,” sur-

mised Alderman Tim Jorgenson. 

“One gentleman was happy be-

cause the landscaping in his yard 

was coming out 

that he didn’t 

like, so it’s nice 

when people are 

excited about 

something you 

are going to do.”

As the 2020 

core area project 

begins to wind 

down, Jorgen-

son believes 

resident fears of 

removing trees 

from the boule-

vards have less-

ened. 
“There are 

still plenty of 

trees in the 

neighborhood, 

there is still 

plenty of shade, there is still plenty 

of character, it’s just a little cleaner,” 

he said. 
Scott Peterson, who lives at 1620 

Rushmore Dr., said he came to the 

Oct. 6 open house to learn more 

about the project fi rsthand.

“I wanted to know what kind of 

inconvenience we’re going to be up 

against. It’s going to be a lot of in-

convenience, but it’s going to be a 

nice improvement when it’s done,” 

he said. “I just had to hear exactly 

what to expect and what the time-

tables are. Basically, it all depends 

on Mother Nature on how soon they 

will get started.”

Jansma plans for the project to be 

bid out later this year in preparation 

for council approval in early 2021. 

She’s hopeful work can begin in 

April, weather-pending.

Unlike the core area project, side-

walks in this segment of road recon-

struction won’t impede as far onto 

properties. That’s largely tagged to 

smaller front yards.

Initially hesitant about the added 

sidewalks, Peterson thinks they’ll 

be a nice addition to the neighbor-

hood. 
“We have a lot of kids coming in 

the neighborhood, so it’s a nice safe-

ty margin for them to get on the side-

walks. It’s going to be a lot of incon-

venience and I’m kind of concerned 

if you have some elderly neighbors, 

where are they going to park their 

cars, how are they going to get their 

groceries in. We’ll just all have to 

pitch in and help each other. In my 

neighborhood, I know that not ev-

erybody’s for it. They think it’s a lot 

of hassle to get sidewalks. They’ll 

tear up our driveways and sprin-

klers and our nice trees that we’ve 

got and our landscaping, and a lot 

of them would just as soon have a 

paved street and curb and gutter, 

(but) I think it’s worthwhile,” he 

said.
Jorgenson said the improvements 

are sorely needed.

“I was talking with (city admin-

istrator) Bryan Read earlier today, 

and a lot of this infrastructure has 

just come to the end of its life. We 

all want water to come out of our 

faucets, we want our toilets to fl ush 

and we want to be able to have ev-

erything function properly,” he said. 

“I will tell you that when I drive 

through the core, nearly every time I 

see somebody on the sidewalk, and 

there’s still plenty of shade.”

City shifts reconstruction efforts to Rushmore areacontinued on page 3

BV Journal fi le photo 

Kyle Ebel (from left), Quinn Gienapp and Evan Gienapp 

fi nish raking up the last of the leaves at a Brandon home 

Keeley Meier
Staff writer

The arrival of fall brings 

cooler weather, pumpkin 

patches and a whole lot of 

leaves. 
This year, Brandon vol-

unteers are putting on their 

gloves and wielding their 

rakes to help their neighbors 

in need. 
Rake the Town is an ini-

tiative that’s been growing 

in popularity in the past few 

years within the Midwest 

where volunteers come to-

gether to serve their com-

munity and rake the yards 

of those who are unable to 

do it themselves. 

The event, hosted by 

the Brandon Valley Area 

Chamber of Commerce, 

will take place on Friday, 

Nov. 6. 
Rachael Neiman, exec-

utive director of the BVA-

CC, is excited for another 

chance to better the com-

munity.
“One of our priorities is 

community engagement 

and to make a positive con-

tribution to our communi-

ty,” Neiman said.

The idea came from a 

local business after their 

Sioux Falls branch hosted 

Volunteers sought for 

‘Rake the Town’ event

continued on page 3

South Dakota’s lone rabbi brings

mobile sukkah to Brandon

Keeley MeierBV Journal 

Brandon resident Beverly Christensen and Rabbi Mendel Alperowitz carefully hold the 

Four Species, vegetation that is bound together, during the Jewish holiday Sukkot. 
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